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THE ROYAL HOUSE OF DUNKELD 
Beginning around 794, a series of Viking 

raids plundered St. Columba’s Monastery on 
the Island of Iona on the southwest tip of Mull 
– in the inner Hebrides. To save the treasures, 
Kenneth MacAlpine (Cináed mac Ailpín), who 
ruled between 843-859 as the first king, took 
about half the relics from Iona to Dunkeld (Dùn 
Chailleann), i.e., fort of the Caledonians. The 
other half of the treasure was shared with the 
Columban monastery at Kells, Co. Westmeath, 
Ireland. As a result, King Kenneth proclaimed 
Dunkeld the first ecclesiastical capital of 
Scotland and from 943 to 1290 Dunkeld was 
the seat of Kings of Scotland  

The Kings that founded the House of 
Dunkeld are directly descended from 
Thorsteinn “The Red” Olafsson, King of 
Liemster and his wife Aud “Deep Minded” 
Ketilssdóttir who moved to Hvammi, Dala in 
west Iceland. Their daughter Groa 
Thorsteinnsdóttir, born in Lienster, but raised 
in Hvammi, was the 6

th
 Great Grand Mother of 

Malcolm III and the 32
nd

 Great Grandmother of 
Queen Elizabeth II (1

st
 of Scotland).  

Malcolm III (i.e., Mael Colium Caenmore 
to use his Gaelic name) is often referred to as 
Malcolm MacDonnachaidh; i.e., ‘Malcolm of 
the people (sic Clan) of Duncan’.  

Similarly, your guide Alexander 
Robertson’s Gaelic name is Alisdair 
MacDonnachaidh i.e., he belongs to the Clan 
Robertson considered by historians as the 
oldest of the Highland clans descended and 
from Duncan I, the first High King of Scots 
descended from the kin of St. Columba and in 
turn the forefather of Clan Donnachaidh. 

Not surprisingly, there are fine 
headstones for prominent Alexander 
Robertson’s buried within the Cathedral’s 
precincts – some with the Gaelic name 
MacDonnachaidh on their gravestones.   

 The present Cathedral stands on the site 
of the “Culdee” monastery (i.e., companions of 
God) where the bones of St. Columba were 
kept till the Reformation when they were 
transferred to Ireland. Despite the precaution 
of selecting an inland location for Columba’s 
relicts and treasures, in 903, Iva III, a Viking 
King, based in Lienster, sailed up the River Tay 
and raided the monastery. But the following 
year Ivar was defeated in a battle in nearby 
Strathardle. 

Among the most famous castles in 
literature is Dunsinane, which is a ruin about 
12 km northwest of Perth. It was King 
MacBeth’s castle and made famous in William 
Shakespeare’s tragedy MacBeth – especially 
these lines:- 

 
“I will not be afraid of death nor bane: 
Till Birnam woods come to Dunsinane” 
Shakespeare, MacBeth Act V, Scene III 
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From the roadside, Dunsinane Hill is so 
unremarkable that many tourists pass it by. But 
seen from the air, it was obviously a 
magnificent castle as befits a ruler born of the 
Viking kings at Dingwall (Þingvellir). Obviously, 
MacBeth had a commanding view of the rich 
farmlands towards the south far beyond Perth.     

 
 

Saint Margaret of Scotland (1045 – 1093) 

King Malcolm III is best remembered for slaying 
his cousin MacBeth and for some notable 
battles. But it is Malcolm’s saintly wife Queen 
Margaret, known as the ‘The Pearl of Scotland’, 
who is best remembered.  She had eight sons 
by Malcolm; three of them becoming king - 
Edgar, Alexander I and David I. Hence she is 
also known as the ‘progenitor of a long line of 
Scottish monarchs’. 

Margaret was born in Mecseknadas, 
southern Hungary, and was the grand-daughter 
of the English king Edmund (old Ironsides). As 
such she was the Princess of Wessex. Her 
Uncle, Saint Edward the Confessor, was the last 
Saxon king of England. 

On the more secular side, with her 
continental influence, Margaret introduced 

continental fashions, manners, and ceremony 
which in turn attracted foreign merchants to 
Scotland; thus greatly increasing economic ties 
and communication between Scotland and the 
continent.  

Margaret was also a patroness of the arts 
and education and was influential in 
introducing English-style feudalism and 
parliament to Scotland. 

Margaret attended to charitable works, 
and personally served orphans and the poor 
every day before she ate. She was considered 
to be an exemplar of the "just ruler", and also 
influenced her husband and children to be just 
and holy rulers. Among her countless 
charitable works was a ferry across the Firth of 
Forth for pilgrims travelling to Dunfermline 
Abbey thus giving the port towns of 
Queensferry and North Queensferry their 
names. The medieval painting (left) depicts 
Margaret at North Queensferry. In fact the new 
Forth Bridge – opened in 2013, is named 
Queensferry in Her honour 

 

She was canonized in the year 1250 by 
Pope Innocent IV, and is Britain’s only Royal 
Saint. 

Margaret died in Edinburgh Castle on 
November 16, 1093; after learning of the death 
of her husband and eldest son Edward at the 
battle of Alnick on 13 November 1093 

In 1250 she was canonized by Pope 
Innocent IV, and her remains were reinterred 
in a shrine at Dunfermline Abbey.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/50/Collace_From_DunsinaneHill_12APR03.jpg
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In his book The Idea of a Perfect Queen in 
the Life of St. Margaret of Scotland (1660) the 
monk Douay wrote  “Some will admire the 
innocency of her (Margaret’s) manners in her 
tender years, the rigour she exercised on her 
body in her youth and the prayers wherewith 
she nourished her soul ... Methinks I make 
sufficient panegyric if I say she has been the 
Idea of a Perfect Queen, one of these wise ones 
who by the sweetness of her conversation, the 
innocency of her deportment and the force of 
her spirit reformed the disorders that had crept 
into her kingdom."  

St. Margaret’s Feast Day is in June; but in 
Scotland it is celebrated on November 16. In 
1673 she was declared Patroness of Scotland.   

Sadly, her death opened up old 
disagreements on who should succeed to the 
throne. Malcolm's younger brother Donald III 
(Domnall mac Donnachaidh) known as Donald 
Ban   (Donald the Fair) was crowned King 
Donald III within a few months, with the 
support of King William II of England. Donald 
was deposed by Malcolm’s son by Ingiborg 
who becomes Duncan II. A few months later 
Duncan was killed at the Battle of Monthechin, 
Kincardine and Donald III reclaimed the throne; 
briefly, losing it to Edgar, son of Malcolm and 
Margaret. Edgar succeeded his brothers 
Alexander I and David II. Alexander smoothed 
over relations with England by marrying the 
daughter of King Henry I and arranging for 
Henry to marry Alexander's sister Matilda. 
Edgar and David carried on their mother's (St. 
Margaret) reputation for sanctity, both in their 
service to the poor and their patronage of 
religion.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  
 
 
 
 

  

Donald III  r 1094(twice) 

Duncan II  r.1094(twice) 

Edgar   r.1097-1107 

Alexander I r.1107-1124 

David I r. 1124-1153 

Dunfermline Abbey, site of the 
Benedictine priory 1070`s by Queen 
Margaret, and where She and her husband 
King Malcolm III were buried and also in 
her son, King David l 1093, and in 1128. 
King Malcolm IV. 
     The cross is a memorial to King Malcolm 
on the site of the Battle of Alnwick where 
he was killed during his Scot’s army’s 
unsuccessful siege of Alnwick Castle.                                    

 

Alexander Bannerman (1730-1780) etchings of 

Kings of the House of Canmore 
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Dunkeld Cathedral 

As early as 570 AD, Celtic missionary, 

known as Culdees, built a wattle monastery 

which, on this site in 848, and was rebuilt in 

stone by Kenneth MacAlpine, King of Scots. 

Some of the original red stones may be seen in 

the East gable of the Choir.  

Building of the present Cathedral was 

started in 1260 and completed in 1501. The 

Cathedral is dedicated to St. Columba, whose 

name means “dove”.   

The Cathedral is a mixture of Gothic and 

Norman styles, and was built in several stages 

from 1260 to 1501. The Choir was built in 1350 

and is the oldest part of the original Church, 

followed by the Nave, (1447), South Porch 

(1460), Chapter House (1469) and, finally, the 

Tower in (1501). 

The Cathedral twice suffered desecration 

and destruction. The first time was in 1580, 

following the Reformation when the Privy 

Council issued instructions to local lairds to 

destroy “images of idolatry”. They interpreted 

this order as an excuse for the Cathedral’s 

destruction. However, the building was partially 

re-roofed in 1600, but the Nave has never been 

restored. The second time was in 1689 when, 

following the Jacobite victory at the battle of 

Killiecrankie, the Battle of Dunkeld was fought 

between the Jacobite clans supporting the 

deposed king James VII of Scotland and the 

Cameronians – the 26th Foot a regiment of 

Covenanters, under the command of Colonel 

Richard Cameron, 'The Lion of the Covenant' 

supporting the ruling King William of Orange.  

The Covenanters were men and women 

who had fought for - and won – the right to 

follow their Presbyterian faith and discipline 

when the Stuart kings tried to impose the 

episcopal form of church government upon the 

Scottish people.  

In spite of being outnumbered and losing 

their Colonel in the battle, the Cameronians 

were forced to set fire to the cathedral and the 

town as a defensive measure and were 

victorious in doing so.  

As noted, the Nave has never been 

restored and remains roofless. However, 

between1691 and 1908 the Dukes of Atholl 

spared no expense in rebuilding the main part of 

the Cathedral as well as the town. Restoration is 

still ongoing such that the Cathedral is nearly 

back to its original form - with the exception of 

the Nave, of course. . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

John Slezer’s drawings of Dunkeld Cathedral in 1693., 

the Cathedral 2009, and the village of Dunkeld much 

the same as was when the Duke of Atholl restored 

about 1695 – Photos by A. Robertson  
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The Scotch Thistle 
The rugged Scotch Thistle (Onopordum 

acanthium) is the emblem of Scotland. The 

story goes that, at the beginning of the Battle of 

Largs (15th December, 1263). The Norsemen, 

led by King Håkon Håkonsson, tried to surprise 

the sleeping Scots, led by Alexander III, by 

sneaking ashore during the night. In order to 

move more stealthily under the cover of 

darkness, the Norsemen removed their 

footwear.  

 

 

 

Alexander III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 But as they crept quietly with bare feet, 

as was their custom, they unwittingly came 
across an area of ground covered in thistles 
when one of them squealed in pain as he stood 
on one them - thus alerting the Scots to the 
advancing Vikings.  

The ensuing battle ended in a draw, but 
greatly benefited the Scots and the Icelanders 
in the long term. Since then the Thistle’s 
exemplary roll in the battle, was adopted as 
the badge of Scotland and has become solidly 
embedded in the Scots culture and no more 
astutely as in The Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle founded by King 
James V in 1540. The motto for the Order of 
the Thistle is "Nemo me impune lacessit”: i.e., 
in English, "No-one harms me without 
punishment"; and in Scots "Wha daurs meddle 
wi´ me".   For your safety, when travelling by 
SCOTRAIL, you will hear a nice Scottish female 
computer’s voice say just before every stop at 
a train station reminding you to “Mind the gap 
when alighting from the train”  Similarly, when 
leaving the SCOTLINE bus you may hear the 
real voice of your DNA cousin, the trusted 
highland guide  say “Mind the thistles when 
alighting from the bus.” Do so, and the 

Highland forests will be yours to explore and 
enjoy 

The Saga of Scotland, 
Like sagas of Iceland, the Saga of Scotland 

reflects a turbulent history with great tales of 
valiant exploits punctuated with the all too 
familiar romanticism. That most of history is 
centered on a castle and its owners is natural. 
Indeed, Perthshire alone has 90 castles, great 
and small - many still quite grand which, in one 
way or another, are lovingly preserved by 
Historic Scotland - an executive agency of the 
Scottish Government “…charged with 
safeguarding the nation’s historic environment 
and promoting its understanding and 
enjoyment on behalf of Scottish Ministers.”  

Perth is a quiet market town and capital 
of the County of Perth and Kinross. It was an 
ancient gathering place of the Picts. People 
tend to think of the Picts and their kin the 
Vikings, as barbarians. Violent times they were 
to be sure, but then so is our modern age rife 
with wars and discontent. However, 
archaeology tells us that the Picts, like their 
Viking kin and all those dynasties that followed 
from them, were a gifted peoples. Everywhere 
throughout the highlands, and beyond, we see 
their huge carved stone monoliths and small 
intricate jewelry. For example, the 1,000 year-
old Pictish metal work and carved stones like 
the large collection in Govan old Church in 
Glasgow are fine examples.  
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Perth most likely gets its name from the Pictish 
word Pert – meaning ‘copse’ of woodland - 
although the Picts actually called Perth 
“Rathinveramon". When the Romans occupied 
the site, they called it ‘Bertha’ and used Perth 
as a supply base, since it was navigable to the 
sea for their ships. They also fortified the town 
and their wall was still intact as late as the 16

th
 

century and was probably the site of an early 
Christian church. As the capital of Pictavia and 
of Scotland until 1452, Perth has an 
exceptionally glorious royal history; especially 
as the place for the coronation of Kings on a 
mound called Caislean Credi, 'Hill of Credulity', 
which survives as the present Moot Hill. In the 
middle Ages the Moot Hill was marked with a 
stone cross, but it disappeared probably during 
the Scottish Reformation in 1559, when the 
Abbey buildings were sacked by a mob from 
Dundee. 

The first kings associated with Perth, or 
rather Old Scone on the opposite side of the 
River Tay, were the Picts. They were late Iron-
age ‘painted people’ according to the Romans 
and who became the Gaels in early medieval 
age. Their first king was Cruithne I King of 
Scone. He and his successors ruled most of 
northern Scotland from about 250 BC to 218 
AD which was then known as the Kingdom of 
Scone. There were 22 successive Pictish Kings 
of Scone ending with Gilgidi. About 834AD, 
Kenneth I (Coinneach mac Ailpein) Pictish by 
birth acquired Pictland and his House of Alpine 
dynasty ruled from 863 to 859). Successive 
dynasties associated the Scone are Houses of 
Moray (1040-157), Dunkeld (942-954), 
Cænmore (1058- 1093), Baliol (1272-1296), 
Bruce (1306-1329), Stewart (1371 – 1567), 
Stuart (1567-1651 – restored 1660-1707).   

Although described as 'the Hammer of 
the Scots', initially Edward played the role of 
arbiter between feuding claimants to the 
Scottish throne. Edward, who claimed to be 
'Lord Superior of Scotland', supported John 
Balliol over Robert the Bruce, awarding him the 
crown. Scottish nobles united against Edward 
and there followed sixty years of protracted 
conflict, known as the Scottish Wars of 
Independence (1296-1357). 

Edward secured victory in 1296 against 
the nobles, and took the highly symbolic 'stone 
of destiny' from Scone to Westminster abbey,  

 

  
Moot Hill, Scone where, from Pictish times, Scottish Kings 

were crowned - the last being Charles II in in 1651.  

The Scone stone was an integral part of the Coronation 

Chair on which from Pictish times Kings and Queens up 

to Queen Elizabeth II were crowned. The Scone Stone is 

now in Edinburgh Castle. 
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In 1707, the title King of Scots fell out of 

use with the Union of the Crowns making 
Charles II the last King to be crowned at Scone 
Palace. 

From 1114 to 1559 Scone was one of 
Scotland's major abbeys. It was founded by 
King Alexander I. A representation of the 
church on the Abbey's seal, and some surviving 
architectural fragments, show that it was built 
in the Romanesque style, with a central tower 
crowned with a spire. Between 1284 and 1402 
Scone Abbey (sometimes referred to as the 
Palace of the Abbots) often served to house 
the Parliament of Scotland. Kenneth MacAlpin, 
the first King of Scotland, brought the Stone of 
Destiny here and, for the next 7 centuries, the 
Kings and Queens of Scotland were crowned 
on the Stone of Destiny at Scone.   

Charles II was the last king to be crowned 
at Scone Palace in 1651. The present owner of 
Scone Palace is the 8th Earl of Mansfield, 
William David Murray who succeeded his 
father in 1971. Lord Mansfield is also 13th 
Viscount Stormont and Lord Scone, 11th Lord 
Balvaird and Hereditary Keeper of King Robert 
the Bruce’s Castle of Lochmaben.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Top: Badge of Scotland, the Order of the Thistle, Stone of 

Destiny and the Honours of Scotland – the Sword, 

Scepter and Crown. In 1296 King Edward had stolen the 

Stone of destiny on which generations of Pictish and 

Scottish kings had been crowned since the days of the 

Kingdom of Dalriada in the 9th century.  
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The Honours of Scotland, also known as 
the Scottish regalia and the Scottish Crown 
Jewels, dating from the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, are the oldest set of crown jewels in 
the British Isles. The existing set were used for 
the coronation of Scottish monarchs from 1543 
(Mary, Queen of Scots) to 1651 (Charles II). 

The "Honours of Scotland" consist of a 
crown, a sword and a sceptre. The crown was 
made in 1540 from gold melted down from the 
previous Scottish crown, with additional gold 
mined in Upper Clydesdale. Later, more 
precious stones and pearls for King James V at 
the coronation of his second queen, Mary of 
Guise (mother of Mary Queen of Scots). 

Pope Julius II presented the sword to King 
James IV in 1507. It was made by an Italian 
craftsman, Domenico da Suttri. 

The sceptre is the oldest of the crown 
jewels. It was made in 1494 and was presented 
to King James V by Pope Alexander VI. 

The three Honours of Scotland were first 
used together at the coronation of the infant 
Mary Queen of Scots (daughter of King James 
V) in Stirling castle in 1543. And last used at the 
coronation of King Charles II at Scone on 1 
January 1651. During the occupation of 
Scotland by Oliver Cromwell in Puritan times, 
the jewels were hidden first in Dunottar castle. 
When the castle was besieged, the local 
minister's wife smuggled them out and they 
were buried under the floor of Kinneff church. 

Under the terms of the Treaty of Union in 
1707, Scotland's crown jewels were retained in 
Edinburgh castle. Forgotten for over 100 years 

until they were ‘rediscovered’ by Sir Walter 
Scott in 1818 and put on display in the castle 
where they have been on view to the public. 

 
Blackfriars Monastery Perth 

The Dominican Monastery undoubtedly 
was a fine building with a handsome tower and 
a spacious Royal Residence.  

The buildings probably formed a 
quadrangle; one side, the south it may be 
conjectured, was occupied by the chapel and 
burying-ground attached. Besides the cloisters, 
in which the friars resided, it contained 
spacious apartments in which the Scottish 
kings often lodged, prior to the assassination of 
James I.  

The Dominican Monastery was situated in 
the vicinity of Blackfriars Wynd where there is 
a plaque on the corner of Blackfriars and 
Charlotte streets - opposite the North Inch 
Park.   

Within the principal gate in front of the 
house was a large court; at the side of the 
north wall was another court, which James I 
described as having being     "… a fair playing 
place.” For tennis, that is 

 King James was murdered in the Palace 
in 1437 by Sir Robert Graham, one of the Earl 
of Atholl’s supporters. But not before the King 
attempted a valiant escape down the sewer. 
The sewer tunnel ran into the river Tay and, 
Perth on the opposite side of the River Tay was 
the de facto market town. As such it was prone 
to plunder that the Romans built a defensive 
wall around the town. In the drawing below, 
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the Blackfriars Monastery was located outside 
the wall.  

 If the constant threat from plundering 
was not enough, there were religious wars to 
contend with.  

    Ironically, James had it blocked with an 
iron gate to prevent his tennis balls from falling 
into the sewer. This sordid affair was described 
in the Fulle lamentable cronicle of the þe deþe 
and fals murder of James Steward, last King of 
Scottes which was translated from Latin of an 
unknown source by John Shirley (c.1440).  
 
This except describes The King’s unsuccessful 
attempt to escape:-  

“… he had a under his feet he mightily 
burst up a plank of the chamber floor and 
therwithall covered him again, and entered 
adowne low beneath among the ordure of the 
privy that was all of hard stone and none 
window nor issue therupon, save a litill square 
hole even at the side of the bothum [bottom] of 
the privay, that at the making therof old time 
was left open to clense and ferme [firm] the 
said privy, by the which the king might well 
[have] escaped, but he made to let stop it well 
3 dayes afore hand [beforehand] with stone,  
because that when he played there at the 
pawme, [palm - a ball-game] the balls that he 
played with oft ran in at that fowle hole, for 
there was ordained without a faire playing 
place for the king. “  

 
 
 

 

As to what happened to Sir Robert 
Graham; well, he was captured by the 
Robertson’s. Robertson clan and lives on as the 
poor fellow in chains at the bottom of the Chief 
of the Robertson’s Coat-of-Arms. And for that, 
King James VII granted the clan the symbolic 
honor of protecting the Crown of Scotland.  

 
      The monastery was partially destroyed 

in 1528 and ransacked by a mob from Dundee 
in 1544. It was later repaired, only to be finally 
destroyed by the followers of the Reformer 
John Knox, in 1559. Oliver Cromwell captured 
Perth in 1651 and built a large citadel on the 
south Inch on the site of the Greyfriars 
graveyard by robbing the stones from the 
monastery, houses and even the graveyards.  

 Later that year Oliver Cromwell Sacked 
the town and built a fort on South Inch on the 
site of the Franciscan (Greyfriars) Monastery.  

Buildings included the schoolhouse, the 
Hospital of Perth, 140 houses and their garden 
walls, and the remains of the bridge which had 
been washed away in the flood of 1621. 
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Greyfriars Burial Ground was also robbed of its 
walls and some 200 or 300 gravestones.  

The citadel was 244 sq.m. and enclosed 
by a curtain wall with angled bastions at each 
corner. Surrounding the citadel was a moat, 
100 feet (30m) wide at the top and which still 
had a depth of around 10 feet (3m) as late as 
1780. The flooded park in the photo is where 
east parts of the Citadel stood 

1661, after the restoration of Charles II, 
the citadel was given to the town. Orders were 
given to demolish the citadel and fill in its 
trenches. Although most of the buildings and 
walls of the citadel were demolished, the 
ditches were not completely filled in, 
remaining visible into the early 19th century. 
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The thick, high ramparts around Perth 
were constructed with earth and sand from the 
moat trenches to protect the buildings within 
from artillery, while guns mounted on top of 
the ramparts and bastions would repel infantry 
attack. The guns could also control any 
shipping coming up the Tay. In 1661, after the 
restoration of Charles II, the Citadel was 
demolished and the deep ditches partially filled 
in.   

Despite Cromwell, Perth was obviously a 
beautiful and prosperous town judging from 
John Slezer’s etching fine etching. John Slezer 
(1650-1717) was a well-known Military 
Engineer and Surveyor of His Majesties Stores 
and Magazines during the reign of James VII. 
He published Theatrum Scotiae in 1693. The 
text was originally written in Latin by Dr. 
Robert Sibbald, which Slezer translated into 
English. Sibbald, first Professor of medicine at 
Edinburgh and Geographer Royal, along with 
Dr. Andrew. Balfour, also in medicine at 
Edinburgh, founded the Royal Botanical 
Garden Edinburgh in 1670  

During the Jacobite Risings of 1715 and 
1745 the citadel and reinforcements of the 
roman wall was incorporated into the Jacobite 
defenses of the town. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Regardless of the era, Perth is prone to 
flooding especially at high tide and, therefore, 
requires a series of floodgates.  

But even the modern floodgates get over 
- whelmed as shown this photo taken by the 
BBC on the 21

st
 July, 2010. On the other hand 

flooding on South Inch meadow (below) can be 
quite spectacular. 
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Drummond Castle – built bt Duke of Perth 

 

Muckdock Castle – Duke of Montrose 

Blair Castle – Dukes of Atholl 

Taymouth Castle – Ancestral home of Campbells  of  Breadalbine 
Taymount Castle – Campbells of Breadalbine 

  

Some Noblemen of Perthshire. 
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PERTHSHIRE DUKES 
 (and their multiple titles) 

 In the 18th century the satirist Mr. 
Maxton of Cultoquhey (near Crieff) added this 
very popular rhyme to his “The Maxton of 
Cultoquhey’s Litany” which he performed at his 
toilet near a well beside his house. 

 
“From the greed o’ the Campbells 
From the ire o’ the Drummonds 
From the pride o’ the Grahams 
From the wind o’ the Murrays 

God Lord save us!” 
         

 It refers to noblemen who lived 
within a few miles of Cultoquhey near Crieff, 
Perthshire; Namely, Campbell of Monzie, 
Campbell of Aberuchill (a Judge of Session - 
famous for his obsession for buying land), 
Drummond of Perth, James Graham, (Duke of 
Montrose) at Kincardine Castle, John Murray 
(Duke of Atholl) at Tullibardine Castle and 
Moray of Abercairney.  

The following is a brief summary of the 
multiple titles of nobles to give a hint how 
powerful they were:-  

John Campbell of Glen Orchy, 1st Earl of 
Breadalbane and Holland etc., 7th  Earl of 
Caithness, Viscount Tay of Perth, Lord 
Benderaloch, Ormelio and Wick; 

Archibald Campbell, 10th Earl of Argyll, 
1st Duke of Argyll, King William's Privy 
Councillor and chief advisor on Scottish affairs, 
Colonel-in-Chief of the Earl of Argyll's Regiment 
of Foot which took part in the Massacre of the 
MacDonalds (McIans) of Glen Coe,  

Field Marshal John Campbell, 2nd Duke 
of Argyll, 1st Duke of Greenwich, Earl of 
Chatham, Marquis of Kintyre and Lorne, Earl of 
Argyll, Earl Campbell and Cowell, Viscount 
Lochow and Glenisla, Lord Kintyre, Lord 
Inverary, Mull, Morven and Tiree, Baronet of 
Lundie, Baronetage of Nova Scotia, Baron 
Sunbridge and Baron Hamilton of Hameldon, 
Baron Chatham, Earl of Greenwich.   As Chief of 
Clan Campbell he is known as Ian Ruaidh Cean 
(Red John of the Battles). He was Commander 
of British Forces in the 1715 Jacobite rebellion, 
Commander-in-chief of British forces in Spain 

during the war of Spanish Succession, Master 
General of the Ordnance, Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Army, Colonel of 1st (His 
Majesty's Own) Troop "The Oxford Blues", 4th 
(Scots) Troop of the Horse Guards Regiment, 
3rd (The Queen's) Dragoon Guards, 1st 
Regiment ("Lorne's Foot"), 2nd Regiment 
("Lorne's Foot"), and Argyll's Foot.  

James Graham, 1st Duke of Montrose, 
4th Marquis of Montrose, Marquis of Graham 
and Buchanan, Earl of Montrose, Earl of 
Kincardine, Earl Graham of Belford, Viscount 
Dundaff, Lord Aberuthven, Mugdock and 
Fintrie, Lord President of the Scottish Privy 
Council, Lord of the Regency for the United 
Kingdom, Secretary of State for Scotland  

James Drummond 1st Duke of Perth, Lord 
Justice General, Lord Chancellor of Scotland, 
Scottish Privy Council, Extraordinary Lord of 
Session, founding Knight of the Thistle, Knight 
of the Garter, Master of the Horse, Knight of 
the Golden Fleece (Spain), Chamberlain to 
Queen Mary of Modena, Governor of the King 
of France. He was a partner with William Penn 
in the settlement of East New Jersey in 1681. 
as one of 24 proprietors of a large parcel of 
property that took up much of what is now the 
State of New Jersey. When James and his 
brother John converted to the Catholic faith, 
he introduced the use of the thumb-screw in 
Scotland to encourage Covenanter’s to become 
Catholics too. James died at St. Germain 11th 
May, 1717 and lies buried in the Scots chapel in 
Paris. 

James Drummond, 2nd Duke of Perth, 
5th Earl of Perth, Marquis of Drummond, Earl 
of Stobhall, Earl of Montefex Viscount Cargill, 
and Baron Concraig, Educated Scots College, 
Paris, Joined King James to Ireland in 1689, and 
later Lord Mar in the 1715 Jacobite uprising. 
Escaped back to France with King James 6th 
Feb., attained 17th February. Succeeded his 
father 11th May 1716, but was not recognized 
by British Government. Died in Paris 1720 and 
buried in Scot’s College.  

James Drummond, 3nd Duke of Perth, 
5th Earl of Perth, Marquis of Drummond, Earl 
of Stobhall, Earl of Montefex Viscount Cargill, 
and Baron Concraig, Elder son and heir born in 
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Drummond Castle 11th May 1713. He was 
educated Scots College at Douay and later 
Paris. He succeeded his father to the Dukedom 
on the 28th Aug 1720. He was one of 7 who 
formed the Association for the restoration of 
the House of Stuart. Badly wounded at the 
battle of Culloden and died on board the 
French Frigate La Bellone 13 May 1746 and 
buried at Sea.  

John Drummond, 4th Duke, born 1716 
educated at Douay, Colonel of the Scots Royal 
Regiment in the French Army which he brought 
to Scotland in the ’45 Jacobite rebellion. After 
Culloden he escaped to France and served 
under Marshal Saxe. He died of fever at the 
siege of Bergen-op-Zoom in 1747 and is buried 
in the Chapel of the English Nuns, Antwerp. 

John Drummond 5th Duke of Perth, born 
c1680, uncle of the half-blood and heir through 
the male line, being son of 1st Duke by his 
second wife. Died at Edinburgh 27th Oct. 1757 
and is buried in Holyrood Chapel. 

John Murray, 1st Duke of Atholl, Marquis 
of Tullibardine, Earl of Strathtay and 
Strathardle, Viscount of Balquhidder, 
Glenalmond and Glen Lyon, and Lord Murray, 

Balvenie and Gask. Lord Inverary, Earl of 
Tullibardine, Knight of the Thistle, Privy 
Councillor, Representative Peer in the House of 
Lords, Lord High Commissioner of Parliament, 
Keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland, Knight of 
the Thistle, Commissioner to the Parliament of 
Scotland, Secretary of State. His great, great 
grandson 4

th
 Duke of Atholl is the famous 

Planter John who introduced the modern 
concept plantation forestry on a large scale. 

Many of the great mansions and castle 
are no longer owned by the lordly Dukes and 
Earls. Many castles are known not so much for 
their architectural beauty, but for who 
occupies them. The modest Balhousie Castle in 
Perth was built around a 16th century tower in 
the 1860’s on a site series of castles dating 
back to at least to 1400’s. It was the seat of the 
Earls of Kinnoul. In 1962 it became the 
Regimental Headquarters and Museum of 
Black Watch – arguably Scotland’s most 
famous regiment. Glamis Castle (below) is one 
of the grandest in Perthshire. It is the residence 
of the Earls of Strathmore and Birthplace of 
Elizabeth, The Queen Mother (1900-2002). 
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The famous Black Watch Regiment 
evolved from a militia known as the Am 
Freiceadan Dubh (Black Watch) which was 
formed in 1725 by General Wade to keep the 
Peace in the Highlands. In 1739 it was the 43rd 
Highland Regiment of Foot and re-designated 
the Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) in 
1931.   

Perth Farmers' Market takes place on the 
1st Saturday of the month in King Edward 
Street and St John's Place, Perth, Scotland from 
9am to 2pm. There is no market in January but 
there are two in December. 

Perth Theaters have a great reputation 
for outstanding productions; Especially since 
the new ultra-modern theatre was completed 
in 2009. They have no less than 28 major 
national and international awards within the 
last five years. 

 

In 1822-24 The Marshall Monument was 
built as a museum for the Literary and 
Antiquarian Society in memory of Thomas Hay 
Marshall, Lord Provost of Perth. The Perth 
Museum and Art Gallery has over 500,000 
exhibits. The Fergusson Gallery celebrates the 
life and work of John Duncan Fergusson and 
Margaret Morris the great pioneers of modern 
art and dance. The Alyth Museum in the 
countryside has a wealth of pictures and 
objects reflecting rural life in and around Alyth. 

Not far from Perth, at Meikleour, is the 
tallest hedge in the world according to the 
Guinness Book of Records. It is 30 m tall and 
530 m long and requires the services of the 
local fire brigade to keep it neat and trimmed. 
The hedge was planted by Jean Mercer of 
Meikleour in 1745. Following the death of her 
husband Robert Murray Nairne at the battle of 
Culloden in 1746, apparently, she allowed the 
hedge to grow towards the heavens.  

 
 

 



                                                                 Scotland Tour 2011                                  81 
 

  

Top: King James VI (1566-1625) of Scotland and I of England & Ireland learned play on this 

island course Golf course on the River Tay, middle: scenes of Rodney Gardens on the River 

Bank,. Bottom: the girl and the piper, Sir Walter Scott and the symbolic Scotch thistles. 
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Despite floods, wars, and economic 
depressions,  Perth is as resilient as always  and 
their peoples strength of character was 
captured very well by William Soutar, born in 
Perth 1898, in his popular poem Thrang and 
Thrivin (strong and thriving) which is a fine 
example of the Perth dialect. 

Thrang and Thivin 
Thrang and Thrivin 

Wha daunders round St Johnstoun, 
Or up and doun onie gate, 

Will gang by monie a kirk and pub, 
And monie a doctor's plate. 

 
But whether a rowth o' preachin 

Is byord'nar drouthy wark; 
Or whether a rowth o' leechin 
Maks folk keep in wi' the kirk; 

 
Or whether a rowth o' drinkin David 
Needs a rowth o' physic and prayer - 

Ye winna be lang in thinkin 
They're a' thrang and thrivin there. 

 
So, in fine Perth dialect, ye can test yer 

ain thrang and thrivin on Annand’s sculpture 
oan the hie street ca’d ‘Thrang and Thrivin‘ 
inspired by Soutar’s poem. And later gang 
aboot the toon and ower Smeaton’s brig tae 
the bonny Rodney Gardens and back ower the 
brig tae the Auld Ship Inn fur a wee yin of twa.  
An after a’ that, if ye can say it’s a braw bricht 
moon licht nicht, ye’re a’ richt, ye ken 
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  Within the town centre there are at least 
12 churches. The most conspicuous is St. 
Mathews on the riverside with it tall slender 
tower. But the most architecturally interesting 
is St. Leonard’s-in-the-Field. The field has long 
been built up, but the church is as graceful as 
ever.     

St. Leonard’s-in-the-Field Church with its 
beautiful Scottish Gothic Crown tower, often 
referred to as “later Scotch Gothic”, may be 
the first post-Reformation crown tower in 
Scotland.  Building work started in May 1883 
and opened in 1885. It was designed and built 
by Glasgow architect John J. Stevenson (1831-
1908) who was not related to the famous 
Stevenson family of lighthouse engineers and 
to Robert Louis Stevenson. He held that, while 
Gothic architecture had spread all over Europe, 
individual countries had developed their own 
characteristic styles. With a vision to build a 
church which would be both typically Gothic 
and typically Scottish, he drew inspiration from 
from St Michael’s in Linlithgow, and St Monans 
in Fife and especially from the most famous 
crown tower of all – the   crown tower of St 
Giles in Edinburgh, which was built around 
1500 AD  

 

 
 


